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KNOCK DOWN AND WELDED FRAMES
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN

Commonly known as KD frames, they come in separate pieces that are assembled on site. 
These frames are designed for easy assembly by inserting the metal tabs into the 
appropriate slots and bending them with a hammer to hold the pieces together. There are 
two types of KD Frames:

Well frames are manufactured and delivered in one piece. They are set in place and 
masonry is built around the welded frames. The are types of welded frames:

Standard Knock Down Frames

Standard KD frames are assembled in the 
field and specified for new wall construction. 
They generally have slots and tabs, but use 
standard wall anchors instead of compression 
anchors. These frames do not typically have 
visible screws after installation.

Face Welded Frames

Face welded is the most common type of 
welded frame. The joints between the head 
and jamb are welded along the face of the 
frame at each corner on the visible side of 
both faces.

KNOCK DOWN FRAMES WELDED FRAMES

Also called “KD Pressure-fit” or “Slip-on 
Drywall” frames, they are specified for 
installation in existing drywall openings. They 
use compression anchors, and have 
interlocking tabs and slots in the corners. 
Once installed, these frames do have visible 
seams and screws.

Full Profile Welded Frames 

Also called “Continuously Welded” or “Fully 
Welded”, the comer/perimeter joints have all 
elements of the frame member continuously 
welded including soffits, stops, rabbet, faces, 
and returns.

Knock Down Drywall Frames

Source - https://steeldoor.org/kd-vs-welded-frames/


